1. Good moming, ladies, and gentiemen

2.  Forme, today's evenl is both nal and
official. Personal because | am an itect who
is passionate about the profession and official
because | am the Minister of Housing and Urban
Development tasked with supervising the
activities of the Architects Registration Council
of Nigaria (ARCON).

3. Today, | am rullr dolighted that we are
finally hera to formally inaugurate the newly

constituted ARCON Councll, Since ARCOMN was
established in 1960 as a statulory body for
regulating architecturs in Nigeria, it has played a

key role in shaping the development of the :
o R
architectural oulput in Nigenia in ne with (e At i el

establishing it.

4. The Architects Registration Act Chapler A18, Laws of The
Federation of Nigeria 2004, heralded by Decree Mumber 10 of
1869, mandates the Council to determine what standards of
knowledge and skills persons seaking o become members of the
architactural nead (o altain. The Act also ampowears the
Council to raise those standards from timae to time as circumstances
may permil.

5. ARCON was created as a policy making organ of government
to help in rmmutmg the development and growth of the
Architectural profession |n the country. This is because the
Govemment recognised the need to regulate and maintain
standards in the buill environment, which is a major driver of
economic growth

8. The Importance and crilical nature of the Architectural
profession to national development cannot therefore be over
emphasized.

7. Today, you are all aboul to be inauguraled as members of the
Council with the responsibility of defining the ﬁramlca of
Architecture in the country, | charge you to your nasacall
to sarvice. Each of you must strive in the conduct of this assignment
io be selfless, professional, above board and focused on the
interast of the profession, the country and teeming Architects in our

B. You should consider it an honor and privilege to be chosen out
of many equally qualifisd and ouistanding Archilects o serve as a
Council member,

9. This distinction and your nomination come with high

rupunslbilir{ and you must be alive to the ions of the
Architectural profession and the trust bestowed upon you and be
ready to conlnbule meani Ily towards policies that will promote

and enshrine standards and quality in the housing sector.

10. For those of you who have been following events, you will agree
with me that this day has been a time coming. And itis a
thing for the Architectural Profession and the built industry that it has
come on the first ing day of May 2024. This should mark a new
baginning that is filled with progress

11. This Inauguration was first scheduled io take place on Tuesday,
December 21, 2021. But it was shelved to allow for dialogue and
stakeholder engagement for fo reign. In fact, this Council
mmmmmwmﬂthaﬁmmumﬁm had heid

12. We have resolved to go ahead after la ime,
hase stakaholior engagements. ) wan

, and resources for Clwant
o a moment to commend all who have to making
this day possible.

13 As we Inaugurate the ARCON Counci| today, | want to

specifica the members o ensure that there is peace inthe
housa of in Nigeria_ This is very Without &
peaceful environment there can never ba meaningful ress Asa
reverad profession, we mus! demonslrate unity. We must

demonstrate the ability to organize oursalves.
We must show that we can lead the industry.
This must be evident in tha way our
organizations conduct themselves.

14. | want lo appeal to all stakeholders and
interest groups within the profession lo
recognize that ARCON is the only

body established to Regulate the Architectural
Profession in Nigeria, by virtue of the provision
of Section 7 (5c), 8(3), and Section 4 of the
Architects Registration Act, 2004

15. |callontham to abide by the resclutions of
our saveral mastings and withdraw all pending
casas in Courts to allow for sustainable peace
and progress in the Architectural profession. Let
us do this for the profession that has made us;
Iot us do this for the futures and careers of thosa
coming behind us; let us do this for the country
and tha housing sactor

16. Let us resolve not o sacrifice the profession on the altar of
niary inlerests even as we strive (o ensure faimess, equity and
alance.

17, My position today cannol be different from that held on 22"
February 2024 whan | met the Management of ARCON with
represeniatives of the Nigerian Instilule of Architects (NIA) and
Assoclation of Charterad Nigenian Architects (ANCA).

18. At that mealing, | gave you my word that the ARCON Council
would be reconstituted in accordance with the prasent Act until it is
amended in tha near future as provided for under Section 2 (2) (a) -
(d)

18, The inauguration today is in fulfiment of that solemn
pronouncement,

20, mﬁﬁmmymmm. | also wani to draw your attention
o the tha Architects Registration Council of N';?eriu Act
2004 being a stalute created by the National Assembly needs
immediate and urgent review and update by way of Amandment.

21. The Act needs a surgical review to align its mandate with the
raglities of today and beyond. The Ministry under my walch would
ﬂnmumiﬁ this Council to urgently begin work on this amendmeant
Wa should aim to ramove all areas of ambiguitios

22, We should incorporate the right to exist and function with the
common objective of promoting the Profession, in accordance with
the provision of Sechon 40 of the 1999 Constitution as amended
{which giva Right to Freedom of Association), accordingly

23, | must also not fall to draw the attention of this Council 1o the

incessant incidences of building collapse in our country. The

recurring phenomeanon has led 1o |loss of lives, and wasle of

mm and brought shame to the profession and the housing
r.

24, This Council must therefore be commitied from inception 1o
play its part by promoting accountability, transparency through the
implementation of initiatives that would enhance g oveimance
in the built environment by bringing registered architects to uphold
ethical conduct and Integrty.

25, In conclusion, | want you to take time and go through the Act

establishing ARCON so can fully understand the task that you
are about to undertake. This must be a Council that delivers results
that align with the Renewed Hn:‘tga of His Excaliency,
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, GCFR for Housing and Urban
Development

26. Bythe mie and in the exercise of my

umammmmmi the 14" Council
the Architects Registration Council of Nmum.

27. lwishyou all a successiul tenure,
28, Thank you




